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position and in whose household he had been
nourished; wormed out of her by feigned friend-
ship some sort of admission of guilt, and betrayed
her to Henry. His miserable weakness and
subservience was thus guilty of her blood.
After that he did his best to help Cromwell
secretly in the undermining of Catholicism in
the country. He was particularly instrumental
in deceiving the King over the new English
translation of the Bible, which the King was
assured was orthodox though the most essential
words had been mistranslated so as to give
Scripture, and particularly the New Testament,
a Protestant sense. But he abandoned Cromwell
just as he had abandoned Anne Boleyn, cringing to
Henry when Cromwell fell into disfavour.
With Henry's later young wife, Catherine
Howard, he played exactly the same trick he
had played with Anne Boleyn. Catherine Howard
represented the strongly Catholic faction, and
it was Cranmer who gathered the denunciations
against her, who wormed out a confession by
feigned friendship and promises of forgiveness
exactly as he had done in the case of Anne Boleyn;
and he was guilty of Catherine Howard's blood
as he had been guilty of Anne's,
So long as Henry lived he dared not say
anything openly against the Catholic Church.